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Die Gute Nachricht 

ie  D  Die Evangelisch-Lutherische St. Matthäusgemeinde 
 

The Good News  

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church  
 

 

 

 

Dearly Beloved, 

 

Advent will have a different feeling for your pastor 

this year, and perhaps for some of you as well. This 

year, we have been using a lectionary that is used in 

the Evangelical Church in Germany, and, while it 

follows the same liturgical calendar – that is, it 

moves through the traditional seasons from Advent 

to the time after Pentecost (or Ordinary Time, as it is 

called in the ELCA), it includes some observances 

not found in American Lutheran Churches. 

 

Two of these were observed the last two Sundays of 

the church year, just before the new church year 

begins with the First Sunday of Advent: 

Volkstrauertag and Totensonntag, which is also 

known as Ewigkeitssonntag. Volkstrauertag is a 

civic as well as a religious observance in Germany, 

that has its roots in previous commemorations of 

those who died in combat. Established after World 

War II, Volkstrauertag has a strong element of 

lament for all the evils committed in the name of 

war, as well as fervent prayers for peace.  

 

Our worship service emphasized naming our sins 

and repenting of them as the way to most profoundly 

understand and receive God’s forgiveness and grace. 

Doing this in the context of remembering those who 

suffered -- and still suffer --untimely and violent 

death brings our awareness of our own mortality and, 

therefore, our reliance upon God to the fore. 

 

We end the church year with Totensonntag, which 

was the German church’s response to popular 

demand for a festival like the Roman Catholic All 

Saints Day. While as a church community we 

commemorate those friends and family members 

who died within the past year, as well as all those 

who have been near and dear to us in our lives who 

have died in the faith, we also reflect upon the 

promise of eternal life that is ours in Jesus Christ. 

This year, St. Matthew’s ended the church year in 

repentance, lament, and hope. We have considered 

our sinful nature and realize that we cannot save 

ourselves from sin. We have considered our 

mortality and realize that we cannot save our own 

lives. For both these things, we look to God. 

 

Let us begin our Advent journey to Christmas in 

humility and hope.  

 

Let us consider what it means that God deigns to 

become human in order to free us from sin and death.  

 

Let us feel the wonder that only can be ours when we 

realize that we shall receive – indeed we have 

received and shall receive again – a gift that we 

cannot give ourselves, the greatest gift of all: Jesus 

Christ. 

 

With warmest wishes for a blessed and grateful 

Advent, 

 

Pastorin Ressler 

 

 

 



November 2013 

 

7  Verena Tent-Braucher 

18 Elsie Kehl 

25  Ursula Younger 

29 Jaden Berner  

December 2013 

 

1 Bill Bremer    

2 Lore Sternberg 

6 Ilse Carnes 

 Hans Kleinlein 

7 Edith Schober 

Hans-Peter Raub, Jr.              

8 Hansueli Surber                      

13 Elisabeth Lahman 

15 Norma Hahn 

19 Jutta Leibrock 

23 Richard Gutknecht 

24 Claus Hildebrandt 

26 Annett Wagner 

30 Elfriede Werth 

January 2014  

 

8 Isolde Bamberger 

        Sigrid Raub 

        26      Georg Teslawski 

        28      Eleonore Wynn 

 

 As we update our membership lists 

we will add birthdays to the 

calendar. We apologize for any 

birthdays we missed in November, 

December or January. 

 

  

Message from Your Council President 
 

Dear Members and Friends of St. Matthew’s, 

 

‘Tis the Season again, and it does seem to come around sooner every year! Your Council, along 

with the help of dedicated members, continues to do the necessary work of managing the affairs 

of our wonderful old church.  

 

As of today, November 27, work has begun on remodeling our antiquated kitchen; this is being partially funded 

by a generous donation from Dorothy Praeger. Additional donations for this work will be greatly appreciated in 

order to minimize the depletion of our Preservation Fund. Last week Arnold Steeg assisted in the overdue pruning 

of the two trees in front of the church. The painting and repair of the church front will now wait until next spring.  

 

A recent and near complete major project is the design and installation of a new website for the church.  

It will be fully bilingual, user friendly, and should accommodate our needs for the foreseeable future. 

Elizabeth Karp, our hard working church secretary, has been doing the largest part of this big job. 

Text translation to German is being provided by Niels Nielsen and Ulrike Hodges. Again, we 

have to thank Dorothy Praeger for her input and generously fully funding this needed upgrade. 

 

As usual, we continue to host excellent musical events in our sanctuary and I would encourage 

you to attend these high quality performances. On November 10 Pastor Ressler, Gary Hunt and  

Sam Palmer organized the well-received second annual Martin Luther birthday music concert, which was 

followed by ‘bratwurst and beer’ provided by Mike Callahan and Mr. Hildebrandt of Chrissa 

Imports. As a part of, and following the church service on January 12, we will celebrate the 

retirement of Gary Hunt, our long-serving and accomplished church organist. Our fourth annual 

Crab Feed will be held on Saturday, January 18 as a fund raiser for the Preservation Fund - please save the 

date and plan on attending! 

 

In closing, I thank all of you who this past year have helped and supported the work and 

continuing mission of St. Matthew’s. Let me now wish you a joyous and blessed Christmas 

season and a healthy, happy and safe new year as we continue to deal with the challenges facing 

the future of our church. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

William H. Bremer, M.D., Council President 



Please pray for friends and members of St. Matthew’s: Isolde Bamberger, Mr. & Mrs. Deminne, 

Inge Fellguth, Robert Gill, Siegrun Gottschald, Lotte Haferkamp, Marie Hoffmann, Gary 

Hunt, Ursula Neumann, Sigrid Raub, Gisela Reinhold,  

Dr. Helmut Rolfes, Michael Rombs and Karoline Zollinger. 

 

 

 The Freundschaft Liederkranz will continue their tradition of  

 singing for the 11 o'clock Christmas Day service under the  

 direction of Joy Soto. 

 

Advent is a season observed as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration 

of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas. The term is an anglicized version of the Latin word 

adventus, meaning "coming". 

Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year and commences on Advent Sunday, the fourth 

Sunday before December 25. 

The season of Advent anticipates the coming of Christ from two different perspectives. The season offers the 

opportunity to share in the ancient longing for the coming of the Messiah, and to be alert for his Second Coming. 

The traditional lighting of candles on the Advent Wreath each Sunday, will be a part of the regular service. 

 

Christmas Carol Sing-a-long 
December 22 following the German service 

Lasagna, salad and Glühwein will be provided. 

Please bring along some Christmas treats to share (cake, cookies, etc.). 

In order to plan the lunch, please sign the sheet on the 
office door if you plan to attend  

Or 
contact the church office during the week. 

Everyone is welcome. 
 

Fourth Annual Crab Feed 
All you can eat 

Saturday, January 18, 2014 

Time: 4:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Cost: $45/person; $10/children 5 - 12 

Salad, Garlic Bread, Pasta 

Crab (or chicken) 

Dessert 

Coffee/Tea/Beer/Wine 

Tickets available. 

Contact the office to reserve a ticket. 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue the tradition of decorating the church 

with poinsettias. If you would like to donate a plant 

for this joyful season and/or remember someone 

special you may bring a plant to the church on 

Sunday December 22 or send a check to the church 

by December 18. Plants may be taken home on 

Christmas Day. A sign up sheet will also be 

available at Sunday services during December. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicized
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent_Sunday


  

 

  
 Christmas Concerts 
 
       Damenchor/Liederkranz  

 Christmas Concert 

      Sunday, December 1 - 2:00 p.m. 

 

 International Orange Chorale 

 Saturday, December 7 – 8:00 p.m. 

 

 The Golden Gate Men's Chorus  

 Thursday, December 12 - 8 p.m. 

 Friday, December 13 - 8 p.m. 

 Sunday, December 15 - 3 p.m. 

 Tuesday, December 17 - 8 p.m. 

  

      Musaic Christmas Concert 

         Friday, December 20 – 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 

3281 - 16th Street,  

San Francisco, CA 94103-3323 

Tel.: 415 863 6371 

office@stmatthews-sf.org 

www.stmatthews-sf.org 
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