
 
 

What’s New? Was gibt’s Neues? 

For the of Month of August/September 

 

Dear Members and Friends of St. Matthew’s,  

 As you are reading this, I am preparing for a 4 week vacation, 

which will take me to Germany. It is always a joy and a blessing to 

see family and old friends, and I very much look forward to this 

time of respite. 

The Bible teaches us that rest is important. God rested on the 7th day 

after the universe and everything in it was created. The third 

commandment admonishes us to set a day a week aside to rest and 

worship God. Jesus frequently took some time for himself to pray 

and recharge. There is divine wisdom in rest. What a wonderful gift 

from God! May we all cherish it. 

I will be out of town 8/10 – 9/6. Please read below whom you may contact in a pastoral 

emergency. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer! Blessings, 

Pr. Kerstin Weidmann 

 

Spiritual Reflection by Pr. Kerstin Weidmann 

 ‘Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff 

– they comfort me.’ Psalm 23: 4, NRSV 

This September, we will commemorate the 20th (!) anniversary 

of the horrendous terrorist attacks, which targeted the 

Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and the towers of the World 

Trade Center in New York City.  Thousands lost their lives 

that day – and many more have since succumbed to the 

physical and emotional wounds they sustained on that day.  

The events that unfolded on 9/11 in 2001 have imprinted 

themselves in our collective memory.  We all saw images of 

the unimaginable – two mighty (and, in theory, indestructible) towers tumbling to the ground, 

burying thousands of people. We were shocked and stunned and felt the grief. And collectively 

we cried out in agony: How could this happen? Why did this happen? 
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And many asked: where was God in all this? 

It’s easy to experience God in the good times: when all is well, and when we carry joy and 

thankfulness in our hearts. However, the special and amazing thing about the God we worship is 

that this God can be found in times of despair and confusion as well. God becomes flesh and 

reaches out and touches the poor, the ill, the marginalized. In fact, Jesus Christ becomes one of 

them – misunderstood, ridiculed, despised, rejected. The God 

we worship identifies with human suffering. The cross, a 

cruel means of torture and humiliating execution, has become 

the central symbol of our faith. This is where we see God. 

This is where we find God. 

I truly believe that God was in the rubble and the ruins of 

9/11. I believe that God is in the areas devastated by fire, in 

towns covered in mud left by devastating floods, in 

sweltering heat. I believe that God is wherever there is suffering and despair. We know that we 

are not forsaken, no matter what the situation, but that God walks alongside us. 

I invite you to have a moment of prayer for the victims of 9/11. I invite you to have a moment of 

prayer for all those who need God the most. And I invite you to think about how you may be 

called to alleviate suffering in this world. 

Pr. Kerstin Weidmann 

 

 

In-Person Worship Services at St. Matthew’s 

Bilingual Worship Services are offered every Sunday at 11 a.m., followed by coffee hour. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact Pr. Kerstin Weidmann. 

Pr. Andreas Pielhoop will preach and preside during the in-person worship service on 8/15. On 

8/22, 8/29 and 9/5, Pr. Christian Jennert will be the guest preacher and presider. 

 

Sunday Online Worship Services  

St. Matthew’s continues to make recorded worship services available every Sunday by 2 p.m. on 

its website (www.stmatthews-sf.org) and its Facebook page (‘Matthew Lutheran’). 

If you’d like to receive a link to St. Matthew’s worship services in your email inbox every 

Sunday, please let us know by sending a request to office@stmatthews-sf.org 

 

 

 

http://www.stmatthews-sf.org/
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Pastor Weidmann’s Vacation 

Pr. Weidmann will be on vacation August 10th through 

September 6th. If you have a pastoral emergency during the 

period of 8/10 – 8/28, please contact Pr. Bea Chun (St. Francis, 

San Francisco): pastorchun@hotmail.com, 408–332–3638. 

If you have an emergency between 8/29 and 9/6, please 

contact Pr. Tia Pelz (Christ the King, Fremont): 

tiapelz@yahoo.de, 510-859-5672. 

 

 

Pr. Kienberger will be visiting Sunday, August 22nd 

 

Pr. Stephan Kienberger, who was pastor at St. Matthew’s in the early 

1990’s, will be visiting and attending St. Matthew’s worship service 

and coffee hour on Sunday, August 22nd. We hope those who 

remember him will be able to come that day! Pr. Kienberger 

currently serves Peace First Lutheran Church in Astoria, Oregon. 

 

Visitation 

Since Pr. Weidmann is now fully vaccinated (and most of you are, too), she feels comfortable 

making home visits again. If you’d like to arrange a visit, please contact her at (925) 330-2289 or 

pastorweidmann@stmatthews-sf.org. 

 

Office Hours 

We are offering regular office hours again (Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.). 

 

Continued Financial Support of St. Matthew’s Ministries 

We want to thank everyone who has supported St. Matthew’s financially during the past 

months. Please continue to send in your contributions! 

 

Pr. Kerstin Weidmann’s Contact Information 

You can reach Pr. Weidmann via her cell phone (925-330-2289) or via email 

(pastorweidmann@stmatthews-sf.org). Please note that Pr. Weidmann will be on vacation 

 8/10 – 9/6. If you have a pastoral emergency, please contact one of the pastors mentioned above. 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 

3281 - 16th Street,  

San Francisco, CA 94103-3323 
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