
  

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church Newsletter 

What’s New? Was gibt’s Neues?  

From the Vacancy Minister 

 
Dear St. Matthew’s 
community, 
 

 On Tuesday, June 21st, 
at exactly 2:13 am  
Pacific Time, summer 

begins in San Francisco. That’s the moment 
when the Earth’s orbit reaches its maximum tilt 
toward the sun, bathing the Northern Hemi-
sphere in the most direct sunlight of the year. 
The sun will rise at 5:48 am and set around 8:35 
pm, the longest day of the year at just shy of 15 
hours of daylight. I don’t know about you, but I 
love summer.  I love the longer days, and I enjoy 
the warmer weather…which is sometimes hard 
to come by here in the city or in Richmond’s 
Marina Bay neighborhood where I live.  Fond 
memories of my youth come back when think of 
long summer breaks (relatively long in  
Germany—six weeks!)  My parents took us on a 
summer vacation of usually three weeks and we 
went on a road trip to France or Spain or to  
Germany’s North Sea (Nordsee).   What summer 
memories are coming back for you? 
 

Whether or not you are a “summer person”, it is 
good to have intentional times of respite and re-
newal.  Summer invites those.  Even the Song of 
Songs writer sings praises of the summer: “flowers 
appear…and the turtledove is heard.” This verse 
describes a change in seasons. An interesting fact 
to note is that the turtledove hides away in the 
wintertime and appears again in the spring and 
summer seasons. Its voice is hardly ever heard in 
winter….  Summer, with all that it brings, inspires 
the turtledoves and even our biblical writers.  

It is good to remember that no matter where we go 
and what places we visit God is always with us.  
Often when we are away from home, we become 
more aware of God’s beautiful creation and care 
for our lives.  When on vacation in a different town, 
it might be fun to visit a local church.  You may 
learn something new in their worship and how you 
are made welcome as a guest in their congregation.  
Share your experience with us! 

Even if you don’t plan any travels this summer, 
there is much to see and to explore in our own 
backyard.  The Bay Area (and Northern California) 
has so much to offer. 

“The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and 

the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.”  Song of Songs 2:12 
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St. Matthew’s will be open this summer to welcome 
you and yours for worship every Sunday in-person and 
through our recorded services online.  Be encouraged 
by God’s word, meet Christ in the bread and wine of 
Holy Communion, and enjoy the fellowship of your 
church community.  On a couple of Sundays we are 
going have guest preachers; this allows you to hear a 
“different voice” and a gain a new perspective.   
 

With everything that is going on in our world, I pray 
that this summer will be a time of rest, renewal, and 
growth for you.  Let me give you this Blessing on your 
way:  

A keen eye behind you 

This day, this night, and forever. 

God be with you whatever you pass 

Jesus be with you whatever you climb 

Spirit be with you wherever you stay. 

God be with you at each stop and each sea 

At each lying down and each rising up 

In the trough of the waves, on the crest of the billows. 

Each step of the journey you take. 
(from: Celtic Blessings, Prayers for Everyday Life, comp. R. Simpson,  

Loyola Press 1999) 

 

May God richly bless you this summer and always! 

 
 

 
 

Christian Jennert available for prayer, spiritual 
care and conversation 
 
St. Matthew’s Vacancy Minister Christian Jen-
nert is available for prayer, spiritual care and 
conversation.  The best way to contact him is via 
email at jennert@stmatthews-sf.org or by  
calling the church office at 415. 863.6371.  In an 
urgent situation or emergency, please call his 
cell at 510.717.3221. 

New members:  Pastor Jennert, Cole H., David S. and Janice T. 

mailto:jennert@stmatthews-sf.org
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In closing, it has come to our attention that  
Pastor Tia Pelz, who was with us for a year prior to 
the pandemic and then called to be the pastor at 
Christ the King Lutheran Church in Fremont, is  
moving back to Germany after her husband, 
Philipp, was appointed a professor at a prominent 
university in Bavaria after completing post-doctoral 
study at UC Berkeley. We very much enjoyed  
Pr. Tia’s time with us and wish her and her family 
all the best as they continue on life’s journey. 
 
Peace and blessings to all, 
Respectfully submitted, 
William H. Bremer, M.D., Council President 

Dear Members and Friends of St. Matthew’s, 
 
Here we are near the official beginning of summer 
facing several major unknowns: the consequences 
of our prolonged drought, a potentially serious 
wildfire season, the still ongoing Covid pandemic 
with its viral mutations, a horrible war in Ukraine, 
economic uncertainty with escalating inflation and 
rising costs of fuel, food and most everything, and 
now serious problems and disunity in our own  
synod. The good news is that despite all of these 
serious issues, things here at St. Matthew’s are  
going quite well. Our vacancy minister, Christian 
Jennert, has immersed himself in the work of our 
church’s mission and has been warmly welcomed 
and accepted by all while doing a great job. 
 
Regarding the Synod, Bishop Megan Rohrer has 
now officially resigned following the very emotion-
al, tense and awkward Synod Assembly in Sparks, 
NV earlier this month. I did not attend in person but 
listened to most of the sessions on You Tube.  
Bishop Rohrer had been asked to resign by the  
national Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, along 
with persons in our synod. The issues involved were 
not made very clear for many attendees until very 
shortly before the start of this meeting and were 
not fully explained to the satisfaction of most. The 
assembly vote on this matter required a two-thirds 
vote to pass which was not met; however 56% of 
the assembly voters were in favor of asking for the 
resignation. Ultimately Bp. Rohrer did tender a  
resignation after a meeting of the national ELCA  
Council of Bishops also supported the resignation 
and possible disciplinary action. So for at least the 
next year, the Synod will be led by an interim  
bishop after one is appointed. It is a big mess and 
now time is needed for healing and thoughtful  
reflection on the synod’s future leadership. 
 
Currently repair work is being done on the area in 
back of the altar window after a water leak  
occurred after the major rainstorm of last  
November. Nearly all of our former groups who 
rented from us prior to the pandemic are now back 
meeting again in person. We are now again offering 
online services twice a month. 
 2019... Organist David, Pastor Kerstin, Pastor Tia Pelz, 

Seminarian Monica, Visiting Student from Germany-Myo 

Pastor Tia Pelz 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
3281 - 16th Street,  

San Francisco, CA 94103-3323 

Tel.: 415 863 6371 

office@stmatthews-sf.org 

www.stmatthews-sf.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mark your Calendar 
June 19 –  Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 11:00 a.m. -  Bilingual Service with the Distribution of Holy Communion  
 

June 26 –  Third  Sunday after Pentecost 
 11:00 a.m. - Bilingual Service of the Word  
 

July 3 –  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
      11:00 a.m. - English Service with the Distribution of Holy Communion  

Mark your Calendar 
 

St. Matthew’s Summer Outing at the German Biergarten in SF | August 6 @ 5:00 p.m.  
Join other members and friends of St. Matthew’s at the German Biergarten in Hayes Valley!   
Enjoy a time of fellowship and conversation over a good German beer or hefeweizen and delectable  
German treats.  Non-alcoholic German beverages such as Apfelschorle or Elderflower soda are also  
available.  Bring a friend—all are welcome! 
For more information or to RSVP please email Cole at colehancock@comcast.net  

SF Biergarten 
424 Octavia 
biergartensf.com  

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

mailto:office@stmatthews-sf.org
http://www.stmatthews-sf.org

